
Terrestrial Species

CIPC WATCH LIST
Invasive plant species not yet found, or with few known 

occurrences in the CIPC region

H abitat:

Impacts:

N oxious /  Invasive:

Known from:

Forest edge & understory

Will displace native species and 
dominate forest understories

Eastern Canada; 8 US States, 
including Washington & Oregon

Capital Regional District

Garlic Mustard ( A lliaria petiolata)

N arrow Leaved Everlasting Pea (Lathyrus sylvestris)

H abitat:

Impact:

N oxious /  Invasive:

Known from:

Open fields, pastures, meadows & roadsides

Reduces native plant diversity; toxic to 
mammals

Michigan

Capital Regional District; Cowichan Valley 
Regional District; Port Alberni – Clayquot; 
Comox Valley Regional District

Multiflora Rose (Rosa multiflora)

H abitat:

Impacts:

N oxious /  Invasive:

Known from:

Open forests, forest edges, open fields, 
pastures, meadows & roadsides

Forms impenetrable thickets that exclude 
native plants

Ontario and 12 USA States

Capital Regional District

Common Dodder (Cuscuta epithymum)

H abitat:

Impacts:

N oxious /  Invasive:

Known from:

Open fields, pastures, meadows & 
roadsides

parasitic

13 USA States, including Oregon and 
California

Cowichan Valley Regional District; 
Nanaimo Regional District

Cypress Spurge (Euphorbia cyparissias)

H abitat:

Impacts:

N oxious / Invasive:

Known from:

Fields, pastures, roadsides

Toxic to livestock; human health 
hazard

3 USA States

Saltspring Island

Baby’s Breath (Gypsophila paniculata)

H abitat:

Impacts:

N oxious / Invasive:

Known from:

Open pastures, meadows & 
roadsides, 

Highly competitive in dry areas; will 
replace native and agronomic 
grasses

Washington, California & Alberta

Highway 19A
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H abitat:

Impacts:

N oxious / Invasive:

Known from:

Open fields, pastures & meadows, 
cultivated land

Invades natural areas & displaces 
native plants

12 USA States, including 
Washington, Oregon,& California

Not yet found in CIPC area

Yellow Starthistle (Centaurea solstitialis)

Blueweed (Echium vulgare)

H abitat:

Impacts:

N oxious /  Invasive:

Known from: 

Open fields, pastures, meadows & 
roadsides

Unpalatable and will contaminate 
seed crops

Washington State

Saltspring Island; Galiano Island; 
Capital Regional District

H abitat:

Impacts:

N oxious /  Invasive:

Known from:

Open fields, pastures, meadows & 
roadsides

Will form dense stands that crowd 
out native plants

15 USA States, including 
Washington, Oregon, California & 
Idaho

Cowichan Valley Regional District; 
Nanaimo Regional District; Cortez 
Island; Capital Regional District

Common Crupina
(Crupina vulgaris)

Rush Skeletonweed

(Chondrilla juncea)

H abitat:

Impacts:

N oxious / Invasive:

Known from:

Open pastures, meadows & roadsides, 
irrigated cropland, gravel pits

Highly invasive, displaces native 
species, reduces crop value

9 USA States, including Washington, 
Oregon & California

Nanaimo Regional District

Baby’s breath By: H.J. Steed http://www.pbase.com/hjsteed/image/45199022

Blueweed Flower By: visulogik CC http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
Plant BY: Lynne Atwood

Common Dodder By: homeredwardprice CC.  http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/

Common Crupina Plant By: Richard Old, XID Services, Inc., www.bugwood.org
Flower By: Washington State Noxious Weed Control Board
http://idahoweedawareness.net/vfg/weedlist/ccrupina/ccrupinass.html

Garlic Mustard Plant By: Smoobs. CC http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
Rosette By: By: N. Ringuette

Photo Credits: Multiflora Rose By: lynnmwillis. CC. http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/

Narrow Leaved 
Everlasting Pea

By: SA_josf(dot)se. CC. http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/  

Rush skeletonweed Flower By: Richard Old, XID Services, Inc., www.bugwood.org
Plant By: Utah State University Archive, Utah State University, 
www.bugwood.org

Cypress Spurge By: G.A. Cooper. 
http://plants.usda.gov/java/largeImage?imageID=eucy2_001_ahp.tif

Yellow Starthistle Flower By: Peggy Greb, USDA Agricultural Research Service, 
www.bugwood.org
Plant By: Steve Dewey, Utah State University, www.bugwood.org



Aquatic & Riparian  Species

CIPC WATCH LIST
Invasive plant species not yet found, or with few known 

occurrences in the CIPC region

W ild Chervil ( A nthriscus sylvestris)

H abitat:

Impact: 

N oxious /  Invasive:

Known from:

Riparian areas and open fields, 
pastures, meadows & roadsides

Highly invasive and will displace 
native plants

Washington State

Saltspring Island; Capital Regional 
District; Comox Valley Regional 
DistrictMarsh Plume Thistle (Cirsium palustre)

H abitat:

Impact:

N oxious /  Invasive:

Known from: 

Riparian areas and moist open 
fields, pastures & meadows

Displaces native plants, reduces 
forage, can cause snow-press to 
tree seedlings

Eastern Canada and 2 USA 
States

Saltspring Island; Capital Regional 
District

Garden Loosestrife (Lysimachia vulgaris)

H abitat:

Impacts:

N oxious /  Invasive:

Known from:

Riparian areas and open fields, 
pastures, meadows & roadsides

Invades wetlands & appears more 
competitive than Purple 
loosestrife

Washington State

Capital Regional District

Common Reed (Phragm ites australis)

H abitat:

Impacts:

N oxious /  
Invasive:

Known from: 

Riparian areas: freshwater & 
brackish tidal wetlands

Alters structure & function of 
marsh ecosystems

Most of Canada; 7 USA States, 
including Washington State

Galiano Island; Capital Regional 
District

Sycamore Maple ( A cer pseudoplatanus)

H abitat:

Impacts:

N oxious /  Invasive:

Known from:

Riparian Areas and forest 
edge, vacant lots

Will form dense stands that 
crowd out native plants

2 USA States

Mount Waddington Regional 
District

O ld Man’s Beard (Clematis vitalba)

H abitat:

Impacts: 

N oxious /  Invasive:

Known from:

Riparian areas and forest edge and & 
understory, grasslands and roadsides

Climbs trees forming a dense, light-
absorbing canopy 

Washington and Oregon

Saltspring Island; Capital Regional 
District; Nanaimo Regional District

Hairy W illow Herb (Epilobium hirsutum)

H abitat:

Impacts:

N oxious /  Invasive:

Known from: 

Wetlands, riparian areas, wet fields, 
pastures & meadows and roadside 
ditches

Forms dense stands that exclude native 
wetland plants 

2 USA States, including Washington

Capital Regional District

H imalayan Balsam /  Policeman’s H elmet (Impatiens glandulifera)

H abitat:

Impacts:

N oxious / Invasive:

Known from:

Riparian areas, moist forests and meadows 
& roadside hedgerows

Extremely invasive in moist, natural areas

Oregon and Washington

Port Alberni / Clayquot Regional District; 
Comox Valley Regional District; Capital 
Regional District

Parrot’s Feather (Myriophyllum aquaticum)

H abitat:

Impacts:

N oxious /  Invasive:

Known from: 

Slow moving water by can also survive as 
terrestrial plant

Thick tangled vegetation blocks light and 
reduces dissolved oxygen affecting fish & 
invertebrates; out competes native 
plants.

5 USA States, including Washington

Not yet found in CIPC area

G iant Reed ( Arundo donax)

Riparian areas

Chokes stream channels; displaces 
native plants; increases fire 
hazard  and reduces wildlife 
habitat

Texas

Not yet found in CIPC area

H abitat:

Impacts:

N oxious / Invasive:

Known from:

H abitat:

Impacts:

N oxious /  Invasive:

Known from:

Estuaries, marine shorelines: 
saltmarshes, dunes & mudflats

Loss of mudflat ecosystem: displaces 
native plants; loss of salmon nursery 
habitat; increases sedimentation

Washington; Oregon;  California

Comox Valley Regional District

Dense Cordgrass (Spartina densiflora)

Parrot Feather Nancy Loewenstein, Auburn University, www.bugwood.org

Denseflower Cordgrass By: Joseph M. DiTomaso, University of California - Davis, www.bugwood.org

Garden Loosestrife By: SA_shimgray. CC. http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/  

Wild Chervil By: SA_amandabhslater. CC. http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/  

Giant Reed Infestation By: Chris Evans, River to River CWMA, www.bugwood.org
Flower By: David J. Moorhead, University of Georgia, www.bugwood.org

Old Man’s Beard By: dichohecho. CC. http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/

Sycamore Maple By: wlcutler. CC. http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/

Hairy Willowherb By: Dave_F_almost_retired. CC http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/

Marsh Thistle By: Athena’s_Pix CC. http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/

Common Reed By: visulogik CC http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/

Himalayan Balsam J. Hallworth
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